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New owner, new possibilities — Brooklyn Center
City Council opens the door to Center Pointe rental
license
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A recent action by the Brooklyn Center City Council could open the door for a partial
rental housing license for Gateway Commons Apartments, formerly Center Pointe
Apartments on Northway Drive.

City Manager Curt Boganey outlined the process that allows the City Council to consider
issuing a two-year rental license for partial occupancy subject to conditions at the Feb. 4
meeting. Among them are 100 percent of certain vacant units must be completely
renovated to approved standards and all occupied units and exterior areas must meet
housing code standards.

“We're not here to make it a hardship for the owners, given the good faith that they've
done,” Mayor Tim Willson said. “We're here to ensure that we have safe, affordable
buildings that are up to the ordinance codes and I think we are meeting that.”

Ongoing issue

The Brooklyn Center City Council adopted a resolution in December 2007 revoking the
rental license for the apartment complex for one year, effective Jan. 14, 2008. An
accompanying memorandum referenced a “yearlong pattern of neglect” at the site.

Negotiations with then owners of Brooklyn Center Leased Housing Associates, Hyder
Jaweed and Asgher Ali resulted in a stay of revocation. The city entered into a consent
decree January 2008, which also resolved civil and criminal allegations against the city by
Brooklyn Center Leased Housing Associates alleged in Hennepin County District Court.

In June 2008, the city went back to court and alleged a breach of the January agreement.
Hennepin County District Court Judge Deborah Hedlund later ruled in favor of the city and
reinstated the one-year rental license revocation, effective April 9, 2009.

Under the ruling, the city could not consider an application for a new rental license until
the revocation for the property on Northway Drive expired April 10, 2010.

New ownership and a new name for the property occurred in late 2009 following a
foreclosure proceeding. Despite a new owner, the rental license revocation remained in
effect on the property itself, preventing its current owner from renting vacant apartments.



Gateway Commons

Gary Brummer became the owner of the property now named Gateway Commons
Apartments, according to a Jan. 21, 2010 City Council work session memo.

The memo from Boganey stated, “according to Mr. Brummer, he believes that as a new
owner who has demonstrated a willingness to significantly change the conditions of the
property the rental license revocation should be lifted, which will facilitate his goal to
continue to improve the living condition for the residents and effect on the community.”

Gateway Commons Apartments Manager Mindy Mazzuco told the Sun Post the property
has undergone several major renovations since Brummer became owner in October. It has
become a gated community, with newly renovated commons areas and hallways.
Apartments now have laminate flooring, granite countertops, new woodwork and stainless
steel appliances.

The property, which she said has more than 100 vacant apartments, does not facilitate
Section 8 or Section 42 low-income housing like before. Those tenants still living in the
complex and receiving assistance were grandfathered in, Mazzuco said.

Councilmember Tim Roche offered his thanks to city staff, Brummer and others.

“This complex has been very problematic, it was one of the reasons I ran for City
Council,” he said. “I really appreciate the work you folks have done to get this back on
track. I want to commend everyone for the work they have done in the last few years - it
has been outstanding.”

Although the City Council approved the partial rental license review process for Gateway
Commons, the actual partial rental license has not been granted. According to Assistant to
the City Manager Vickie Scheuling, once the seven buildings are “ready to go,” it would be
brought to the City Council for partial rental license renewal.
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