
 Theft of rent-aid fund nets 4-year
sentence

A former county worker admitted to
helping divert public funds meant
for the poor to Twin Cities
landlords.
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A former Hennepin County employee who
admitted stealing public funds intended for
low-income residents was sentenced
Wednesday to four years in prison, though
she may be confined less than half that time,
officials said.

Yolanda Faye Williams, 34, said no when
Judge Gary Larson asked her if she had
anything to say. She pleaded guilty last month
to two counts of aiding and abetting theft of
public funds. In exchange, prosecutors
agreed to dismiss 12 counts.

In October, Williams and fellow Human
Services representative Felicia Bell, 38, were
charged with more than three dozen counts
of theft by swindle between them. Bell is
scheduled to go to trial in July.

 They were accused of stealing the identities
of clients to arrange fraudulent public rental-
assistance payments to five Twin Cities
landlords, who then allegedly shared the
proceeds with the publicly employed thieves
on the inside. The landlords also were
charged.

Under a plea agreement, Williams was
sentenced to consecutive two-year prison
terms. However, Larson executed only one of
the sentences. Like most inmates, Williams
will be eligible for sentence reduction of one-
third for good behavior, meaning she could
be released in as few as 16 months.

However, she will be on probation for the
duration of her four-year sentence. If she
fails to remain law abiding, the remaining
sentence could be executed, and she could
go back to prison.

Along with the landlords, Williams, of
Brooklyn Center, must repay $30,750 she
sent their way. Bell, of Brooklyn Park, was
accused of directing $57,000 to them.

The landlords, who face multiple counts of
the same charges, are Keith Joseph McMoore,
34, of Golden Valley; Augastine L. Sylvester,
35, of Minneapolis; Isreal Moses, 37, of
Brooklyn Park; Cassell Bobo, 40, of Brooklyn
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 Park, and Tremayne R. Williams, 33, of
Brooklyn Center. Tremayne Williams was
sentenced to five months in the county
workhouse. The other landlords await trials.

The women worked with nearly 500 other
employees in the Eligibility Supports area at
Century Plaza, 330 S. 12th St. They were put
on leave last June. Both had worked more
than five years for the county.
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