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 HOME Line’s Tenant Organizing Webinar series continues...  



Get to know HOME Line
HOME Line provides free and low-cost legal, organizing, education, and advocacy 
services so that tenants throughout Minnesota can solve their own rental housing 
problems. We work to improve public and private policies relating to rental housing 
by involving affected tenants in the process.

● For English, call 612-728-5767 or email your question.
Toll-free from Greater Minnesota: 866-866-3546

● Para Español, llame al 612-255-8870.
● Af- Soomaali wac 612-255-8860.
● Hais lus Hmoob, Hu 612-255-7104.

https://homelinemn.org/hotline/e-mail-an-attorney/


What happens during an eviction?
● Formal vs informal evictions

○ Non-payment of rent
○ Illegal activity
○ Breaches of lease

● Timeline:
○ Landlord files eviction in county court
○ Court issues an eviction summons with court hearing
○ Settled out of court most often
○ Trial in front of a judge
○ Writ of recovery issued
○ Sheriff arrives at the property



Who do evictions impact?
● Non-white, esp. Black 

renters (80%)
● Women (60-70%)
● Families

Source: Eviction Lab 
(https://evictionlab.org/demographics-of-eviction/)



Evictions during the pandemic
Gov. Walz declared a moratorium on evictions that began March 13, 2020. That 
moratorium is now phasing out and landlords are increasingly able to evict tenants.

HOME Line has already experienced record calls to our hotline and exponential 
growth in eviction filings.



Eviction trends in Minnesota



What happens now?



What are your legal rights during an 
eviction?



What is eviction defense? 
Eviction defense can mean a range of actions to prevent renters from losing access 
to their homes.

What HOME Line does:

● Letters
● Hotline attorneys
● Data research
● Policy advocacy
● Public education (presentations and webinars)
● Organizing & door knocking (get in touch!)



Q & A



• The barriers are high! 
• Computer = necessary 
• Requires a lot of documents at time of applying  
• Pre‐application in multiple languages; main application in English ONLY!
• Non‐English speaking applicants will generally be communicated with in 
English only 

• Pending application keeps folks safe from non‐payment eviction an 
incomplete application does NOT!







Door‐knocking for Eviction Prevention
• Important that you do your best to connect with the resident ASAP

• Barriers to attending court hearing high
• Still being held primarily online and requires knowledge of Zoom and access 
to a stable internet connection.

• Go in teams of two if possible and do your best to get into the building
• Act like you belong. 

• Call via intercom, knock on their door and leave behind information and 
resources



• Turn around time between court hearing and eviction can be quick
• An eviction on record makes housing very difficult to find
• Housing resources? 

• Do what you can, you might not get into contact. That’s okay.
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